[Preliminary results of the use of a new rodent filaria, Dipetalonema dessetae (Bain, 1973), in the evaluation of filaricides].
The sensitivity of this filarial worm living in his natural host has been identified with respect to 2 well known filaricidal compounds. With diethylcarbamazine the microfilaremia drops rapidly but not completely and a long term treatment destroys the adults. Suramin is toxic to the adults and to the microfilariae. This experimental model is therefore more sensitive than anything presently available.